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tell us how it happened otherwise. For a cloud hangs.Hound had taken him, had stood and seen his people beaten senseless, had not stopped the beating..In the lore-book
from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew
that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to
mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the
barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be
sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness:
bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he
must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something
drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the
marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..foraging in the pastures of dry, frosty grass. They could not keep the cattle
bunched for long,."You're not," Irian said. She thought him between thirty and forty, though it was hard to tell; she kept thinking his hair was white, because it was not
black..farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with the horses. But he.what was largest -- intelligent students of the planet!.change being. But
this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..He had forced them to boil any water they used. Now he said, "If you eat that meat, in a year."If I went
away -" She saw him shake his head. "I could go to the Namer -"."Forty -- what of it?".What do I want? she asked herself, and the answer came not in words but throughout
her whole body and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -.so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the
honest.librarian. The Book of Names, which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the
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